
Business clubs 

Secret societies, private wealth clubs, exclusive gentlemen’s clubs and chambers of commerce; all 

date back centuries ago and have a long standing history with business. Some are myths and some 

still do exist but they all had one thing in common; A by invite only private gathering of men for the 

purpose of creating wealth. These business fraternities were considered for the elite only. For those 

men who were financially well off, who had a respectable profession and had the gentleman like 

demeanour about them.  

But today it is not so much the case; although business clubs still exist, their setup has had a drastic 

overhaul. For one thing, their secrecy has been replaced by outright advertising with websites and 

mechanisms in an attempt to lure members. Apart from that, the men only criterion no longer 

applies and eligibility has also been granted to men who would not have been considered as 

‘gentlemen’ in the bygone era. But above all, exclusivity by invite only has been replaced by all are 

welcome as long as they pay the mandatory annual membership fee. In fact, today’s business clubs 

are more of a business themselves and their goal as is with any business, is to make a profit. 

Whereas the business clubs of yester year were established and had the sole purpose of fostering 

wealth creation for its members. 

Nonetheless business clubs today are still a great way for entrepreneurs to grow their businesses. As 

cliché as this might sound; business really is about who you know. And where better to get to know 

people of the business world than at business clubs. It actually is a no brainer; it is like if you want to 

meet football fanatics, your best bet is to go to football games or sports bars. The same goes for 

entrepreneurs who want to meet ambitious likeminded business people. 

And in South Africa entrepreneurs are spoiled for choice as there is a plethora of business clubs. 

There are those that are more government affiliated like NAFCOC and there are those that are more 

entrepreneur driven like the Billionaires Business Club. There are also those that are gender focused 

such as the Businesswomen's Association of South Africa and there are those that are race aligned 

such as the Black Business Council. You will also find business clubs that cater for and solely focus on 

a specific industry such as the Plastics Convertors Association of South Africa. Chambers of 

commerce are also prevalent in every major city in South Africa; Johannesburg having a very active 

and vibrant chamber (JCC&I).   

These are only but a few amongst hundreds of clubs and whichever you choose to join; make sure it 

will be to your benefit; to the growth of your business and not just social gatherings.  
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